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HELCOM Commitments to Climate 
Change Work

• In 2007 and 2010, HELCOM ministerial meetings noted that climate change will have impacts 
and this should ultimately be reflected in HELCOM policies.

• Ministerial Declaration 2013:
“WE DECIDE to better prepare and adapt policies in response to the impacts of climate change on 
the Baltic Sea ecosystem and its services, taking necessary measures in areas such as agriculture 
and forestry, informed by modelling practices and assessments of the effects of climate change on 
the Baltic Sea ecosystem, its catchment and the resulting inputs of nutrients to the sea 
WE AGREE to strengthen the protection of biodiversity, including an improvement of the network 
of the Baltic Sea Protected Areas, in such a way that Baltic Sea biodiversity will effectively 
contribute to the resilience and buffering capacity of the ecosystem in the face of external 
stressors, and that biodiversity can optimally contribute to mitigation of global climate change by 
storing and absorbing carbon;” 
• HELCOM 38-2017
- make the issue of climate change more prominent in HELCOM work, because it affects 

especially acidification and regional targets, 
- use research and innovative approaches, e.g. generated within BONUS, in developing new 

solutions and techniques to address problems and translate them into policies 
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The overall progression of proposed 
work

A. Establish a coordinating framework for marine climate change experts and 
partners in the Baltic Sea region. Engage topic experts in the work. 

B. Improve the knowledge base and consolidate evidence of marine climate 
change impacts, with emphasis on the spatial dimension where possible.

C. Provide effective mechanisms for the efficient transfer of marine climate 
change knowledge from the scientific community to policy advisers and 
decision makers.

D. Provide consolidated overviews of Baltic Sea region science needs in relation 
to marine climate impacts to help guide researchers and funders.

E. Actively engage with new partners and beneficiaries on requirements for 
climate change tools and information and with relevant international 
organizations on best practice approaches to knowledge transfer.

Name 
Surname

10/24/2017
4



Climate Change Report Card

• Reporting on ”state of play”.
• Summarising and communicating latest 

scientific understanding to policy makers.
• Taking the regional approach.
• Examples of similar reports cards can be found 

under MCCIP in the UK.
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Added Value to Other Processes
• UNFCCC Paris agreement
• United Nationals Sustainable Development Goals (UN SDG's)
• Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) Aichi targets
• European Union (EU)

– Marine Strategy Framework Directive (MSFD)
– EU Adaptation Strategy
– European Strategy for the Baltic Sea Region (EUSBSR)

• Council of the Baltic Sea States (CBSS)
– CBSS 2030 Action plan
– CBSS Horizontal Action Climate
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The Meeting is invited to:

• To reflect on the overall future work on climate 
change adaptation in HELCOM,

• To reflect on the specific proposal of developing and 
producing climate change report cards, as generally 
outlined in this document,

• Agree on the further development of such a 
proposal, based on further deliberations in HELCOM 
Heads of Delegation and the outcome of the 
HELCOM Ministerial Meeting 2018, to be presented 
at State and Conservation 8-2018.
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